254            SEES SIR KALPH AT MARTINIQUE         OT, 35
for a short time supplies and communication from without, they will be forced to surrender. The officer who commands in St. Lucia must be vigilant and active. If he sets himself down to eat and drink in the Government House on Morne Fortun4 he will probably get into a scrape, but activity more than talent is what is required. The Admiral sent the Eeaver sloop of war for me. I embarked early yesterday morning, and arrived here in the afternoon. Major Anderson remained to settle my affairs. I expect him here this evening or to-morrow.
I had this morning a long conversation with Sir Ealph respecting Colonel Drummond, the situation of St. Lucia, &c. I told him I was recovering daily, and made no doubt but in a fortnight or three weeks I should be perfectly able to serve, if he wished to employ me, anywhere but in St. Lucia. In that case I had no wish to go home; but if he had no employment for me, and the campaign was over, I should be glad to return to Europe. I was sure my health required it, and if any service was to be carried on next year, I should return with pleasure. He told me that nothing more was to be done; the regiments were gone to their different quarters, and he thought the best thing I could do was to go home: that he himself was against further conquests in the West Indies, and had written so to Ministers. I told him that I was convinced that Victor Hugues was either not a man of enterprise, or that he had not the means of acting offensively; that I was convinced the French would never send any force to this country; bhat it was their interest to leave the islands in our possession at present. They were sure of them at a peace, and in the meantime they were cultivated; regularity and order were kept up, which, for them, would be extremely difficult bo preserve after the promises they had held out to the negroes. If Victor could have done anything, it would tiave been during the last hurricane, when St. Lucia in particular was a perfect hospital, and it would have been impossible for me to make the smallest resistance. He said bhat he knew this as well as I did.